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CONFIDENTIAL BEIRUT 0915 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINTLE 

SUB J : ROCKY ROAD TO PEACE: EPISODE FIVE 

REF: BEIRUT 0905 

1 . FONMIN BOUTROS CALLED ME 1830 ON FEBRUARY 17 AND TOLD 

ME SITUATION STILL CRITICAL BECAUSE KATA'IB (PHALANGE) REFUSED 
COOPERATE IN TURNING OVER SUSPECTS IN FURN ASH-SHUBBAK 
INCIDENT TO AUTHORITIES. HE ASKED ME TO CALL CHAMOUN AND 
PIERRE GEMAYEL TO URGE THEM TO COOPERATE WITH DETERRENT 
FORCES ON THIS QUESTION. 

2. I CALLED CHAMOUN FIRST AND HE SAID THAT SAMI KHATIB HAD 
BEEN ON LINE TO HIM AND HE HAD CALLED GEMAYEL WITH SAME 
REQUEST. GEMAYEL HAD RESPONDED THAT KATA'IB WERE PREPARED 
TO RESPECT THE LAW AND COOPERATE WITH AUTHORITIES 

BUT THEY WERE UNABLE TO GO IN AND THEMSELVES ARREST THE 
PEOPLE SUSPECTED OF BEING RESPONSIBLE. 

3. SUBSEQUENTLY, TALKED TO SHAYKH PIERRE AND 
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HE SAID KATA'IB ITSELF WANTED TO SEE THUGS RESPONSIBLE 
FOR INCIDENT BROUGHT TO JUSTICE. KATA'IB WAS NOT. HOWEVER, A 
POLICE FORCE OR A STATE AND IT DID NOT HAVE THE 
LEGAL IMMUNITY CONFERRED BY A UNIFORM. IT COULD NOT 
PERFORM THE FUNCTIONS OF THE POLICE. IT WAS PREPARED 
TO COOPERATE WITH THE POLICE ONCE AN ARREST ORDER WAS 
ISSUED. IF THE GENDARMERY WOULD COME TO THE KATA'IB WITH 
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SUCH AN ORDER NAMING THE PEOPLE IT WANTED TO APPREHEND, 

THE KATA'IB WOULD COOPERATE WITH IT IN THE TASK. HE 
REALIZED THAT THE GENDARMERY ITSELF WAS UNABLE TO GO INTO 
CHRISTIAN AREAS AND ARREST THE SORT OF PEOPLE INVOLVED, 

AND THAT, IN PARTICULAR, IT COULD NOT DO SO AGAINST THE 
OPPOSITION OF THE KATA'IB. THE KATA'IB WOULD TRY TO 
FACILITATE ITS TASK HOWEVER. WE AGREED THAT I WOULD CALL ON 
HIM AT HIS HEADQUARTERS AT NOON TODAY (FEB 18) TO DISCUSS 
FURTHER. 

4. I THEN CALLED BOUTROS TO REPORT MY CONVERSATION 
WITH GEMAYEL. HE IMPLIED THAT GEMAYEL'S 

ARGUMENT WAS SPECIOUS, BUT HE WOULD SEE WHAT COULD BE 
DONE NEVERTHELESS. HE SAID HE HAD HEARD RUMORS THAT 
THE MEN IN QUESTION HAD BEEN EXFILTRATED FROM LEBANON. 

I SAID I HEARD SAME ALLEGATION BUT IT CAME FROM 
SOURCE WHO WAS HIGHLY UNRELIABLE. 

5. COMMENT: SO MANY PEOPLE ARE LYING TO SO MANY OTHERS AND THERE 
ARE SO MANY UNHELPFUL RUMORS FLOATING AROUND THAT IT IS VERY 
HARD TO KNOW WHAT TO BELIEVE. PIERRE GEMAYEL, HOWEVER, 

IS ONE OF THE FEW POLITICIANS IN THIS COUNTRY WHO 
HAS A REPUTATION FOR HONESTY. IN FACT, HE IS THE 
ONLY ONE I CAN THINK OF OFFHAND. HE SPEAKS WITH 
EVERY EVIDENCE OF MEANING WHAT HE SAYS. WHETHER 
THE SECURITY FORCES CAN ARREST THE MEN IN 
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QUESTION, EVEN WITH THE SUPPORT OF THE KATA'IB, 

IS ANOTHER QUESTION. 

PARKER 
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